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Abstract

The study entitled "Exploring Hyperreality in Contemporary Product Packaging Design: An
Analytical Study from Baudrillard’s Perspective" aims to examine how the visual and verbal
elements of contemporary product packaging contribute to embodying Baudrillard's stages of
simulation. It also seeks to analyze how the deconstruction of the signifier—signified relationship
appears in packaging signs and its role in constructing hyperreality. In addition, the study aims to
identify the meanings conveyed by visual and verbal elements and their role in shaping
hyperreality in contemporary product packaging. To achieve these objectives, the study was
organized into five chapters. The first chapter presents the research problem, objectives, research
questions, significance, hypotheses, as well as the study limitations and definitions of key terms.
The second chapter provides the theoretical framework and consists of three main sections. The
first section discusses hyperreality and Jean Baudrillard's theory of simulation. The second section
addresses contemporary product packaging design. The third section examines the deconstruction
of the signifier—signified relationship in packaging design. The third chapter is devoted to the
research methodology. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach. The study sample
consisted of twenty-two contemporary food product packages selected through purposive criterion
sampling. The analysis also included a comparative examination of two samples representing two
different stages of simulation (the second and the fourth stages), through a semiotic analysis of
visual and verbal elements to reveal the emergence of hyperreality. The fourth chapter presents the
analysis of selected contemporary food product packaging designs. The findings, discussed in the
fifth chapter, revealed the predominance of the third and fourth stages of simulation in product
packaging, reflecting a shift from representing reality to producing an autonomous visual reality
in accordance with Baudrillard's conception. The findings also demonstrated a gradual
deconstruction of the relationship between the signifier and the signified, leading to the separation
of the sign from its original referent. Furthermore, the study showed the central role of visual and
verbal elements in constructing hyperreality by generating meanings that transcend the product's
actual characteristics. The comparative analysis also demonstrated the evolution of packaging
design from visually enhancing reality in the second stage to constructing an alternative reality
based on simulation in the fourth stage. The fifth chapter also presents a number of
recommendations, the most important of which include conducting comparative and future studies
on simulation in product packaging design, integrating Jean Baudrillard's concepts into design
curricula, expanding semiotic research on the stages of simulation, exploring their relationship
with artificial intelligence technologies, and organizing workshops and academic conferences to
enhance awareness of the applications of simulation and hyperreality in product packaging design.

Keywords: Hyperreality, Simulation, Jean Baudrillard, Baudrillard's Semiotics, Product
Packaging Design, Contemporary Product Packaging.
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