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ABSTRACT 
This study aimed to diagnose the reality of community participation from the viewpoint of heads and 

members of central and major municipalities in the province of Hebron. 
The research team applied a descriptive approach to conduct this study, and used two tools which are the 

questionnaire and interview. The questionnaire was distributed to all subjects that were 79 heads and 

members. 59 of the questionnaires were recovered, analyzed, statistically treated, and the interview was with a 

professor in law. 

The findings of study indicate that the community participation greatly affects the local areas in its 
contribution in getting benefit of experts. In addition, the municipalities contribute to the promotion of 

popular participation significantly through the information that relates to development projects. The :findings 

of the study also reveal that meetings with community leaders, well-known people is the best method used in 

supporting community participation. With regards to the determinants of community participation political 

instability was the most important factor that limits the effectiveness of community participation. 

Moreover there were no statistically significant differences due the variables of age, sex, qualification, 
duration of membership, method of choice for the local council, and geographic location on the effects for 

community participation at the local areas. Finally, the study found that the law of Palestinian municipal 

elections and the law of Palestinian municipalities encouraged community participation through the right of 
candidacy and election of the citizens in the local areas. 

The study recommends increasing community participation through all possible and available methods. Also, 

the municipalities should follow the easiest, fastest, and desired methods to citizens of community 

participation to ensure the largest base possible of community participation and avoid all obstacles that mav 

limit the community participation. Finally, it recommends activating the governmental laws that allow 
citizens to participate in the local issues. 


