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Prohibition of 

2
2~000 students from their legitimate right 

to education. Prohibition of , oo employees from carrying out their 

jobs. Hindering the graduation of thousands of students. 
[/-(CHindering thousands of students from high schools wishin 

_.... ~continue their education at a higher level. " "6> 
'3. Financial effects: the institutions of higher 

I '-~ education are suffering from great losses as , aresult of? 
~~ The long period of closure. 

> High taxes and cusEons. 
Damage to laboratories and other facilities after mil' 
raids. '3Cary 

Reduct ion in their budgets due to non-payment of f 
l \toss of foreign donations desig:fiated for construct~~~· 

development since the Israeli authorities ref and ; th use to giv 
I e necess y licences. e 

L, 

lVo 



1. : Rahb'am 
J·oining the coa ition 1 ·d that 'Muladet' Party)a:so Sa1 
of Palestinian universities, 

- urricular activities. 
10 t· ·t tions on extra-c • imi a . . d ~erything within their power to 
me 1sraeti autf];]",'Tei» attempted by the Pat­ 
limit extra-curr mh;biting interaction 

. . iversities, thus pro. 1 1 estinian un . : t s of higher education and the local 
between the institu ion 
community. This is shown_in the following ©@PleS; >< 

• · G dates Union in Hebron was refused The University rauu. f id 
permission to organize a voluntary camp or secon ary 
school students in the summer of 1987. 
The Islamic University of Gaza was not allowed to partici­ 
pate in the conference of Islamic institutes in Fase in 
Morocco. 
Birzeit voluntary camp was stormed. o~ 

C. Israeli measures against the employees o~higher 
education ~ns-tr'~B-- _____ 

Employees ~nstitutions of higher education are often 
subject to harassment. The Israeli authorities aim to put 
pressure on them so that they will eventually give up 
their work or submit to the authorities' requirements. 
For example: 
The academic activities of lecturers as well as their 
\scientific research {hindered. 
Permission to travel abroad is often not granted. 
Visiting lecturers who live outside the occupied territories 
are often refused visa extensions. 
House arrest or administrative detention orders 
Trials against scores of higher education employees 

D. Israeli measures againstf~ducation ~ 

Students are also subject t h. ­ 
None of the; move t o arassment and persecution. ~w men s or councils authoritie.,,..-;) n addi"t• 11 are recognised by the V. ion a extra . 1 are prohibite either . /.d -curr1cu ar activities 

insile or out d h enforce these restricti· h 51 et e campus. To ons, t e follo • been used: 7 wing measures have 

Zi'afy, the chairman of 
he supported the closure 

lVY 

1• Administrative detention: among 334 
detainees between 1985-7 tjiere were 107 students . 25% of % the 4,000 iinistrative detainees, detained in the first ten 

of the Intifada are students This st d . 1 ,months 
8 . · u Y inc u es the 

names of 1 0 students who have been s b • . :. uject to this 
Punishment during the period 198<7 the f · h lf 
- .J ~ of 1988. 

2. Town arrests and restrictions on movement: scores 
of students have been restrained in this w» d • h 

. _ ay unng t e ) E 
last five years. 100 names o:: students who have been 1, t_ 
subject to town arrest, and 60 whose movement b ioS een 
restricted, are included in this study. 

3. Detention on security grounds: a study held in the 
occupied territories revealed that 30% of university 
students and 60% of al: male students in higher education 
in the occupied territories have been subject to detention. 
A large numbert~~en released without trial because 
there were no c arges against them.~ 

4. Deportations: 7 ~'(tudent.Jlwere deported in 
1985--6 and 3 from Al Najah university in 1986-7. In 1987; (_ 
17 university students were sa6jeer to this harsh measure. 
L 

5. Killings and woundings: during the period 1981-2 4C 
eight students were shot dead and hundreds injured. 
Among the 400 martyrs of the first six months of the 
intifada+there were 40 students10 % of the total number 
of martyrs~ \____ 

Conclusion 

llt\ffects of the Israeli measures against institutions of 
hiher education. 

1. Moral effects. 
Institutions have to function in an atmosphere of confusion 
and tens ion which i s b a..r-4±-y-e,,mhre-rt~i-.&h~~ 

2. Academic restrictions• 0k 
Interference in the appointment of employees and student 1v 
admission policy, interruption of development progra~:s /{ 
and the suspension of scientific research are exemplified r; 
by the following: . rft_ 

! 
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C
ontrol of employment policy, Jtudents admiss- 

would take d .ses library and laboratory 
. b "ld"ngs an premi ' ion, u1. 1 ,, 4], and tuition fees. This order was 
equipment, curricu.um, :he 4.. : ; 

d h • dependence oft e universities and 
drawn up to en t e in . d 11 ·f Higher Education redundant. make the Counci O V d .. t 
I 't to this~rder university a minis rators and 
n oppo~ion '.,,-nl!. 

student emonstrat~a:ad- ~ They were supported 
by internat: il criticism of the Israeli measure, as 
well as criticism from Israeli academics themselves. 
The authorities were {forced to suspend the order in 

~ {\,_~ October 1982. Howeve~ the order has not yet been ~ancel 1- 
Q" ed and the authorities persist,in treat&tfg the universities 

in the spirit of the order. 

vtl;) 6. Closur institutions of higher educatio • 
Closure ·s the severest measure which may be taken against 

~ . an institution. Different pretexts may be used by the ~i ~ Israeli authorities to justify closure: the possibility sS s of demonst ions by students on anniversaries important 7 
f ~ to them Jalfour Declaration, Land Day). c_ollective {~' 
.2saet s sake 17 antic 77.9f gig@vent..py,3, 

~ All th · · · · ~ 0 ", e institutbns of higher education have been subject -CA ,4 ] to closure at different times and for various periods 0 3 (see table 2). Since the beginning of the , intifada' 
~
i ~~ (Dec.9,198'.fl<7)the authorities~ closed all · t· . 

r o~t· h , d . ins itutions u ig e ucation until further notice. 
Table No. 2 

N e of institution_/ No. of closures I Total no. of days 
U t·1 

\ t'~ ~ 0 y· · 7. Check poin t the trances f the • . 
This method a,s rmal y used t instltutions. 0 prevent student d 
employees fr me e · g t e un er 't• ~ : an 

i.: /..I' 'S1 iesror nstitutes 
_The. un_1v t us in £feet closed bu· unofficiall · 
7n some cases.., e che points h k Y • .ave provo ed nat ·d 
disturbances as a result of the confront t' h' ionwi e 

h a ion which erupt 
between t e students on one side and th ld e so iers on the 
other. This was the case in December 
1986 when two students were shot dead and 1 .. :± · e even injured 
at a checkpoint outside Birzeit University Ch k . · ec points 
have been placed at the entrance to Birzeit u · . niversity 
51 times _in 1986/7, 39 at.the entrance toAl Na]ah 
niver times ii-1986, and at the eottaAce te 

e em University 11 times in 1985-7. 

I I 

n 1 April 1989 
Birzeit Univ. 14 Al Najah Univ. 20 

1,056 
Bethlehem Univ. 1,022 
Hebron Univ. 10 614 

8 Islamic Univ. Gaza 568 
Hebron Technical 8 820 
Engineering College 4 683 ' 

8. Military raids and sudden searches. 
On the pretext of searching for prohibited printed material 
the authorities ha~e conducted raids inside the univer­ 
sities and colleges. Usually the aim is to disrupt a 
demonstratin or prevent a national celebration. Al Najah 
University has been stormed 13 times since its establish­ 
ment. Bethlehem was stormed twiceAon,2~.Qctpber-1986 and 
2 December 1987. [slamic University Gaza/W@s ) 
stormed 6)/2 7 December'1986, 28 Marc -1 <187 an~~pJ..i.l'T 

fl 1987. Hebro Tee nical Engineering College on 17 Marc 
1-1982, April and March 1987 and 10 September,1987., jalandia 

~ f Community College was stormed on~ Marchb 1 7, and Abu 
\Is cottage of Science and Technology ca 3 oveae: ten. 

These actions usually cause damage to the building~J C 
~ ~d machines, and they may cause casualties 

,; v>' , among the students. 
"%l? 

4 

9. The continuous campaign against the institutions of 
higher education. ~ 
Te 1s+act± authorities ore accugf],f" "®5irutis of 
higher education e'.!)being centres fofhe instigation-of 
terror against Israel,higher institui.es for stone throw- I 
ers and demonstrators. Accordingly some voices are heard 
from some Israeli parties calling upon the government 
to close the uni versities. MK Sarah Doron » the head of 
the Likud Party, urged the Minister of Defence to close the 
universities ii 1987. After the Israeli elections in 1988 
"Hatihya" movement made their closure a condition of their 
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I li authorities against 
B. Measures taken ,by the_ -~~e /)/ "@ ·"ssfis "isrinutoms? 
1. The hindrance of development and construction. 
The authorities : refusing to give 
licences for new J!il~in failing to respon to build­ 
ing licence applications. e 'roffowing are illustratio~ ,Hey ..---7tee-] JO 
of the policy: . 
The Islamic University in Gaza was refused licences to 

' build permanent buildings..,-- 7 
• Bethlehem University\~~et-with a refusal] for three years 

\o4 to its application to establis~ an agncultura~ ~~e. "~"-f-'­ 
~ebron University~ not received a reply to its 

application to open a Ef'~_of educ~tio~ and_a faculty of 
law, a{tough it First lodge» its applicate±on (£Jue 
beginning of the 1980s. . "I( 

cTheHebron University Graduates Union has,&pplied for a 
licence for a campus for its scattered sections a has 1 

~ no reply since 19 '? 1 

Ii
i. /;tA r .., The resulting shortage in bui;.ldings and classrooms ha-s- If' 'ft)'- r·i 

forced these institutions to,suitable buildings. For {g,[/ 
/ example,the Islamic University~ teacb./4 in tents and V, 

tempofa:ry classrooms. Birzeit University makes do with~µ / 
two separate campuses. To overcome (this)difficulty (Eh) V 
institutions resort to hiring.buildings which, sef@ever l©-y& 

,~ intended for academic use. These buildings ma~catter-fv 
ed and their rent financial burden to the institution 
For exam 1 G - -- ~--·-=-= · ~ j pays 50,000JD annually in rent; 
money whicl could be used for t e ~elopment of its 
educational facilities. ~ \ . I . / /,, ) 

>) Mesa is la Veto, 
.. Of the 83 buildings db· . 
are hired, 40% of th~s; ti ·commbunity college~-:3,3 of them< 

{\_~(,ij &;.lr-f b?'- 0 0 
a num er of buildin~) 

{\ Higl taxes and custom duties. 
In Jordanian lawvuniversit . 
nd custom duties Howe y edquipment is exempt from taxes 

,....._\. i.. • • ve n er th I . . 
~igher education institu,' '° ·sraeli authorities 

as well as oth-er scientific a~ay 15% as@tax on books 
1983/4,this) tax was increas&a" <ltural equipment. 1n 
tion of Lebanon invasion ta: 17% because of the addi- ~ 

. ~ xes. Taxes o . , - equipment a prove more th ·E scientific ~ ante real ·· 
· ~t of the equipment. 

.Fe 
I ~ - 

\-Ao a 5 
'f6 The following sere to give exam les oft of {s taaua@ ot es 

~c~ •••• ~ cy: an imported computer for zeit 
University was detained by the customs auth s for 
six months unti ayment was made, and h 
Hebron Technical Engineerin College was e s pay 
$150,000 as taxes on car workshop equipment after a delay 
of four months at customs. ~- 

To justify these taxes and duties;<he Israeli authorities 
claim that the , e rules are applied to Israeli univer­ 
sities. This claim is false since Israeli universities are 
allowed to 'cla ·ack these payments at the end of the 
year, or the expen~e may be included in their budget, 
which is usually fixed by .the government. Palestinian 
universities have no such financial assistance from the / 
authorities. 

3. Hindrance of funds. 

I., 

The Israeli authorities hinder the entry of funds from 
the regional and international organizations who sponsor 
the Palestinian institutions of higher education, 
whose expenses t;ao20,million. In the Islamic University 
of Gaza,employee: wen without their salaries for months 
because the Israe authorities prevented funds from 
reaching the university. Funds coming from abroad must 
be deposit~d in Israeli banks at a high rate of currency 
exchangik-ts a result7higher education institutions may 
lose up~ 20-30% of their funds. 

4 • Censors h i p of books and periodicals.- 
According to the Israeli authorities}every book is outlawed 
until permission is graped for its use. The number of books; ±± «ea,lier Aggy;es ,,, 
There seem to be no criteria : a 'y the authorities~: 

;JS;;,_y book in the colours of the Palestinian flag//published 
fl; a Palestinian publishing house, or discussirig the 

Palestinian question is prohibited. 

> 
5. Control of the institutions of higher,education. 
In Ju~ 1980 the Israeli authorities issued,military order 

J I.' , ~ • 'i.1 f · t [no.854\which entitled the Israeli v_ucation_lY ... icer •? 
\:.ontr I and interfere 'in universities' affairs. If (B? 
order had been enforced;the universities would have_ ~d \ i 

the same status as governmental schools. The authorities ~ 

'~ \ 
Vs» , 1 A• 

V 



Table No, 

f hi her Education in The Institutions O g i 86/87 The West Bank and Gaza Strip n 

Year of nupber of number of 
Address Sponsors No Title establishment staff student 

1978 Gaza Private 191 4483 1 Islamic Univ, 

1977 Nablus II 214 3416 2 Al-Na jah National Univ, 

1972 Herzeit II 183 2381 3 Berzeit Univ. 

1973 Bethlehem II 85 1437 4 Bethlehem Univ. 
o 

1971 Hebron II 53 1603 5 Hebron Univ, 

1981 Jerusalem II 133 1577 6 Jerusalem Univ, 

7 Heb.Tech.Engin.College 1978 Hebron II 187 9 23 

8 Al-Na jah Community Col 1. 1941 Nablus II 29 602 
9 Modern II Coll. 1983 Ramallah II 65 621 

10 Arrawdah College 1971 Nablus II 32 645 
11 Al-Ibrahimia College 1983 Jerusalem II 38 489 
12 Al-Umeh College 1983 Jerusalem Waqf Dep. 16 409 
13 Islamic Studies College 1977 II II II 4 55 
14 II II II 1978 Qaliqiliab " II 8 175 
15 Holy Book College 1979 Bethlehem Church 13 25 
A 6 Tira Comm.Coll.of Women 1962 Ramallah UNRWA 57 617 r 
17 [ Ram' Community Co11. 1 960 Ram II 24 344 
18 Qalandia Community College 1953 Ram II 26 141 19 Tulkarim College 1961 Tulkarim Cove rnm. 27 416 ~ 20 ( ~Coll. ,,, c1,1, 1952 Ram. II 17 241 21 rroub College 1958 Hebron II 9 83 22/ eachers College 1955 Gaza II 3 320 23 Women's Teach.College 1955 Gaza II 7 440 

1421 21443 

}Ar 

'Z 
~ Prolens ot Higher Education 

in the Occupied Territories 

prob~ems«.ce higher education in the 
0ccup territor~a;abe divided into two main types: 

~ I internal problems and those which stem from the occupation. 

! 1. Int~r 1 problems: 
Most of ihese\are caused by the structure of the various 
institut' s'w'hich produce administrative, organizational, 
technical and a demic difficulties. ome of these are 
ornrnon to a he institutions, such as the absence of a 

P ±ar philosophy of higher education and overall administ­ 
~ rati~. Others are particular to individual 

3institutions· y 
\, --•{J.f/° 

2. Problems stemming from the occupation: 
These may be summarized in four main categories: 
A. The absence of a central national Palestinian authority, 
Without this eesra aeoriyyo clear philosophy of ;:3 
higher education may be developedoapd the existing provision 
has grown up arbitrarily with much overlapping administ- 
ration. kak q64-' 

o' In an attempt to fill this gap, at least partially, the ~ 
Council of Higher Education has been founded in Jerusalem. 
It has 50 members who represent the educational, social, 
and professional sectors. Its executive committee is made 
up of 13 members elected every two years. 

six,universities as well asJf~ur 
colleges; this cover! ..5% of the total number of students 
in higher education. It is worth mentioning that the Council 
has moral control over the ;higher education(insitutions)/a 
control which is reinforced by the fact that it lso holds 
the purse strings. Nevertheless,the Council is _s 
suffering from acute problems such as the refusal of the 
Israeli authorities to grant it official recognition, its 
lack of permanent financial resources (nearly all its 
b j . d of donations from various sources), and 
u get is ma e up . d control 

the lack of effective planning administration an 
systems. 



f mmunity colleges and insti- 
local initiativ numberdoin~: universities: ~Najah 

tes have been nsfoue . d Birze1· c llege l N . h [niversity an 
/1Q lege became A. aJ~ ~ the Islamic \nsti tute in 
~ also became a university, ~1. hed· Bet Jehem Wnivers- 

A : 't were esta is · ~ ~ Gaza. Two,~nive~i ies ber of various • · ty (from a num 
ity and Al --~~s ni;e~~-1 in He ron converted into (] 
col ege . he Is amic co ege ,.., t:':"? \""-------' 

~

-~Heb"?trrr i ve rs it y. e> . 

'~\ · · the establishment of The role of the Israeli authorities!~-'>\ _ y . · l th granting of the necessary 7 these universities was simply e t:.E • _,. "<" . 
· · It was in their interesFto reauce the links permission. • • . 

between Palestinian students in the occupied territories 
and the resistance movement based abroad. It was also an 
opportunity to reinforce the status of p~rticular group~ ) 
and individuals of the occupied territories. The establish­ 
ment of each university ~s ~~ on political and 
security considerations. ~~~iQ...J- ~ 
Although revenues from the West Bank and Gaza ~ a.ff<?rd- 
~he Israeli authorities $1.5 billion annually,they @id 
not give any financial assistance to the Palest~an 
universities. This was admitted by the Israeli foreign 
minister when,in 1983%he said: "Academic activities in 
Judea, Samaria and Gaza have been developed without any 
help from the Israeli authorities". 

cloy If the Israelis had really intended to improve the educat- ' 
rlg}' zonal possibilities-of the Palestinians they would"±; 

'begun with the Palestinians living under their rule since 
1948. Until now the Israelis have rejected all atte1;:!e__ts to_ ~..., 
establish an Arab university within the Green Line.[By) ) 
<©ntrast with Palestinians as a whole the Palest±±ans) -> 

1ving under Israeli rule have one of the lowest percentages 
of students continuing to higher education of peoples the "@ve. F 

G,}-{,Any t~lk · of the positive role of ~h;-~~a~li authorities .in) 
t) \the development of higher education in the occu • d t. • .. , 

tor· · l . . pie errie 1es is grossly misleading. qt ij.. 44.. ­ 
would be improved radica1i, Sear that the situation, 
( •. ,~~ Yi Palestinian institutions were allowed to grow and develop freely. -----~ · 

------ - \\:J..-? ~ -- ------ • r., R..,:'.l. "'7 

\\5~ ~~~v- ~ \\J~~--- ' 
' 8 O c}h, 
\. ·- \1.r-- ,_ 
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Statistical Overview of Higher Education 

The population of the West Bank and Gaza Strip is about 
1.8 million. There are 23 institutions of higher education 
in these..two=reas with 21\443 students in 1986/7 (see 
table 1 ) • These instit ions can absorb 55% of the total 
number of secondary school students who are successful in 
the Tawjihi (general secondary exam¥,·n·ation). 70% of these 
~ students are eligible fo a four year programme 
~ leads to a university degree, ile 30% are eligible 
for a two year programme leading to a diploma 

6s kAlas 3 
\) Local univerisities offer four.year prograes in, +? various "t1 disc ip h~es distnbutedj\in the following ~: '/6\1'- ~ 

r\Y\ arts,. scienc~s, commerce, nursing,
1 

education, engineering, 
J' Islamic studies, ho manageme~_nd tourism. h~ 

,:_,..y-~~ graduated 163, ,students n 1985/6
1
; · ·· .-:-:--,.._.l) a4 1$5% 2 

~~tions from (t; Arab world, foreign countries,\regional 
and international organizations. 

1 f?,/ f . ,...-45 As for the community co legej !hey o o rammes in 
academic and technical discip ines _Each.yea About_3,000 
students join these collegesfS"Tue fina a rfs'ources of 

these colle ~ng-to-the~ir t>enefa-<::~or-s. -~i \} 
For exa-~ s.r-;;=~-, leges are funded by She Israe 1 i . 
authoritie by UNRW, ou of them by the Council 
of Hi her Ed, on in the O -pre"d relr1tories, and the 

by/[students' fees local and foreign donations,- 

A 
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The study is concerned with the effect h . 
. @ . ~ t e Israeli occupation on(th 'higher education sc@5 {{ , 

· h in t e West Bank and Gaza Strip. T rough research sup t d b . . 
it is hc eds,,, <©© Py statistics, it is . ope~""'< giv~ a clear Picture of /)he problems that 
face higher education under occupation irt · 

• 1s argued that these problems spring mainly from the a sence of t· 

1 
1 

· · h · a na iona Pa estinian aut ority and the continuou~ 
1
. . 

. . . ; ·srae.i oppression of the 1 nstitut1ons of higher educationr,, t eir students (. and employees. y ")' 3, c • cdd, 
,\ l?The claim i~ b-y the Israeli authorities IJ>a-< they c.·/.-<...- 
/ [have encouraged' hlgfer education in the occupied territories «s 

cating -the evidence of the five_ universities founded una, ©vi&,,, 

( 
their rule\where there were none before, .his claim . +er, ~crr 
disregards the fo owing f,acts. First!Y) t e Palestinians 
have long been renowned for their dedi? ied pursuit of 

i higher educa ti o'G,)'(h? percentage of Pa lest inians reaching 
~ 1higher education' is second only to the USA and the USSR. $~· \Y 11/1,000 Palestinians hold a first university degree (BA, or 
] BSc). Before the 1967 Israeli occupation, there were already 
J twelve insitutions\of higher educatign\, gnd no urgent need 
~ to establish mor~ince all c~~~re0.· en to Palestin­ ians to study in the Ar ab war Id. Second! , P lest inians Q 

J themselves pushed for the est ab I ishment o niversit ies in \U 
the occupied territories after 1967 due to·the n•tura[ ,0f'1" 
increase in populat ion and the i n';.!:!"'!.§.lllg_ demand (by[Palest- I 
7ias) ror higher education as a passport&o rewarding ,,c.­ 
employment in their diaspora ·Moreover, ore difficulties 
were being placed in the way of stude swishing to study 
abroad whether in the Arab wo_rld or elsewhere. Acceptance 
of Palestinians in the Arab universities de ed on the 'II 
relation between the country and the PLv, increasing.y f' 
government~ were restricting the number .aces 
available to Pal, :inians.]Finally,, ie 1970s witnessed a 
mass emigr~io alestinian y th~ 

In the face of this serious situatio,~t e Palestinians 
~ @ent r~ their efforts on deve lo] {g higher education 
~ in the occupied territories. As a result of individual and 

Higher Education in the Occup;sa 
Territories 

Summary 
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