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Abstract

This study aimed to measure the application degree of environmental
management standards in the Palestinian stone and marble sector in Hebron
through the four stages of production: extraction, manufacturing, transport
and distribution, ending by the phase of disposal of manufacturing waste. In
addition to identifying the main obstacles facing the application of
environmental management Sector, also the study aimed to identify the
statistical differences of the variables (age of the company, field of work,
markets targeted by the company, and the number of employees in the
company) in the application of environmental management practices. The
study was conducted by using descriptive statistical approach to analyze the
study data, and it was conducted on a sample of 33 companies out of 50 in the
city of Hebron. The questionnaire was used as a basic tool for study.

The main findings indicate that the application of environmental management
standards in the stone sector in the city of Hebron was moderate. The most
productive stages were in accordance with these criteria in the following
order: extraction stage, transport and distribution phase, manufacturing
stage, and disposal phase. The results also revealed that there were significant
obstacles to the application of these standards. The obstacles were arranged as
follows: application costs, absence of an official body supporting the concept,
hardening of workers' culture and difficulty in changing them. The study
findings also indicate that there is no statistical relationship for (age of the
company, field of work, markets targeted by the company) with the
application of environmental management practices, and there is a statistical
relationship between the number of employees in the company and the
application of environmental management practices.

Based on this, the research team recommended a number of
recommendations, the most important of which are: The concerned parties
(the Stone and Marble Union, the Ministry of Economy and the Palestinian
Trade Center) must conduct workshops to increase environmental awareness
and the importance of applying environmental management to companies.
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